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in the armed services without regard to race,
color, religion or national origin.’’ His action
reflected the growing realization by more
and more Americans that our Nation could
no longer reconcile segregation with the val-
ues we had fought a war to uphold.

The United States had emerged from
World War II with a new understanding of
the importance of racial and ethnic diversity
to our Nation’s strength and unity. Nazi rac-
ism and the horrors of the concentration
camps shocked Americans and revealed the
true dangers of prejudice and discrimination.
Hundreds of thousands of our fellow citizens
from many different ethnic and racial back-
grounds served and sacrificed in the war. The
valor of segregated African American sol-
diers—from the Tuskegee Airmen and the
761st Tank Battalion to individuals like Gen-
eral Benjamin O. Davis and General Daniel
‘‘Chappie’’ James—could not be ignored.
These heroes risked their lives for our coun-
try overseas, and yet still faced discrimination
here at home. By signing Executive Order
9981, President Truman set America on the
path to right this wrong.

We have come a long way in the subse-
quent 50 years, and the United States Armed
Forces have been in the vanguard of our cru-
sade to abolish discrimination in our society.
Today our men and women in uniform rep-
resent so many aspects of the diversity that
has made our Nation great, and they have
proved that different people, sharing the
same values, can work together as a mighty
force for peace and freedom at home and
around the world. We still have much to ac-
complish in our journey to become a society
that respects our differences, celebrates our
diversity, and unites around our shared val-
ues, but we should proudly mark the mile-
stones on that journey and rejoice in the
progress we have made thus far.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 1998, as
the 50th Anniversary of the Integration of
the Armed Services. I call upon all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of July, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 14, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 15.

Remarks at a New Democratic
Network Dinner
July 13, 1998

Thank you very much. Well, Joe, I agree
with Hadassah; this is pretty impressive. I
would like to thank all the members who are
here, all the candidates who are here, the
sponsors of this event, and those of you who
have contributed, because this group is going
to give the American people a chance to fi-
nally and fully ratify the ideas that we have
been pursuing the last 6 years.

I want to thank Simon—I did tell Senator
Lieberman I thought Simon had given a good
talk. One of the things that I always think
that all of us should be doing is trying to
recruit good young people and lift them up.
Simon self-selected—we didn’t have to re-
cruit him at all. [Laughter] After surviving
the War Room in ’92, he understands that
all you have to do is just sort of stand there
and keep going, and it will be all right.

I’m delighted to see so many of you here,
so many old friends and some people who
are getting involved in this. And I will be
a little brief tonight. I rewrote my talk; here
it is. Even I can’t read it, so it will be less.

Well, I’d like to just kind of recap how
this all began. I’ll never forget the first time
or two I talked to Al From and the first en-
counter I had with many of you through the
DLC, and how strongly we felt that our
party, which we had no intention of leaving,
was being rendered irrelevant in national
elections, partly by being caricatured suc-
cessfully by the very adroit tactics of our
friends in the Republican Party and partly
because we seemed unable to break out of
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the conventional wisdom which had worked
for us in the past but which seemed inad-
equate to the dynamic present. And that had
been the case for some years.

If you look around the world today—and
I don’t want to make any untoward foreign
policy comments—but if you look around the
world today, you see that there is always
quite a high price to pay if you stay with a
strategy that once worked for you, or with
ideas and policies that once worked for you,
when circumstances change, and they no
longer fit. We find that in business, we find
that in our personal lives, in virtually every
form of human endeavor.

And so more than a decade ago, those of
us that loved and believed in the Democratic
Party as the instrument of progressive gov-
ernment, lifting people up, giving them a
chance, building the American community,
and expecting responsibility from every citi-
zen, started, through the Democratic Lead-
ership Council, to try to come up with the
ideas that would carry America forward.

It is true that we built it on the old bedrock
values of our party, and I think of our coun-
try, of opportunity, responsibility, and com-
munity. It’s also true that we said some things
which made everybody angry and often con-
fused our friends in the press. And they
sometimes said, ‘‘Well, if you don’t fit into
these old categories, you must not have any
principles.’’ I mean, whoever—it’s obviously
stupid to believe you could reduce the deficit
and balance the budget and still keep invest-
ing more in education and science and tech-
nology, for example.

Hard to believe that, on crime, the only
thing that would ever work would be to be
tough on people who should be properly
punished but to do smart things to prevent
crime in the first place. On welfare, to say
that if you’re able-bodied you ought to go
to work, but we don’t expect you to give up
your most important job, which is raising
your child. Or on the environment, to say
that it’s crazy to believe that we can ever have
long-term economic growth without preserv-
ing the environment, but we think we can
do it and still grow the economy.

And when we said these things, for years
people said, ‘‘Well, those people, they don’t
have any principles, because, after all, we

know what a principle is; a principle is an
old liberal idea or a new conservative idea.
That’s what a principle is. And that way we
don’t have to think anymore. We were re-
lieved of all the burden of thinking about the
complexities of the modern world if we just
put you in some box. And if you guys don’t
fit, it must mean that there is no core there.’’

But we sort of pressed ahead. And when
I started running in ’92, a lot of you helped
me, even though you honestly didn’t believe
I had a chance to win. [Laughter] Only my
mother thought I could win. That’s not true;
Hillary did. And the American people gave
us a chance. And we set about the business
of doing this.

And along the way, we found that, as all
people do, it wasn’t always easy to take your
general principles and turn them into specific
bills and specific policies. From time to time,
we had disagreements, but it’s clear the path
we have followed. And it was clear to us very
often even when it wasn’t clear to people who
were commenting on it.

I remember when we had the debate on
welfare reform, for example, and I vetoed
the first two bills and I signed the third one,
so people said, ‘‘Well, obviously, the Presi-
dent just didn’t want the Democrats to be
exposed to another veto in an election year.’’
I never read a single article which analyzed
the difference in the bill I signed and the
two I vetoed. The two I vetoed said, ‘‘We’re
going to make you go to work if you’re able-
bodied, and if you have to give up being a
good parent, that’s fine with us. We’re not
going to give your kids Medicaid. We’re not
going to give your kids food stamps. We’re
not going to provide adequate child care for
you. The most important thing is work, and
if you can’t be a good parent, that’s tough.’’
I still believe that’s the most important job
in America. So when they fixed the bill, I
signed it.

So fast-forward to the present. If you look
back on the last 6 years, if somebody told
you on the day of inauguration in 1993 that
after 6 years we’d have the lowest crime rate
in 25 years, the lowest unemployment rate
in 28 years and 16 million new jobs, the low-
est welfare rolls in 29 years, the first balanced
budget in 29 years, the lowest inflation in
32 years, the smallest Federal Government
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in 35 years, the highest rate of home owner-
ship in history, a quarter of a million people
who couldn’t buy guns because they had
mental health histories or criminal records,
cleaner air, cleaner water, safer food, fewer
toxic waste dumps, 90 percent of our kids
immunized, and a foreign policy that’s
helped to advance the cause of freedom from
Bosnia to the Middle East to Northern Ire-
land to Haiti—that’s expanded trade and
stood up for human rights in places like
China and other places around the world—
you would have said, ‘‘Never happen in 51⁄2
years.’’

The American people did it. We had some-
thing to do with it because we gave them
the ability to do it, because we said the role
of Government should be to give people the
power, the tools, to make the most of their
own lives and then to provide the conditions
within which they can accomplish that but
always to remind people that one of the big
differences between ourselves and the other
party historically, and still, is that we believe
that we are fundamentally interdependent,
and that our personal independence can only
really be manifested when we’re working to-
gether for the greater good. And those who
say that’s a flaky idea and inappropriate to
the moment need only go back and read our
founding documents.

Our Founders pledged their lives and for-
tunes and sacred honor to the proposition
that we should all be able to pursue life, lib-
erty, and happiness within the context of a
free government, of limited power but un-
limited potential and that our eternal mission
as a country was to form a more perfect
Union, not to form a more perfect collection
of swarming individuals but to form a more
perfect Union.

And I’m very grateful that I was given the
chance to serve. And it’s a good thing we
got that constitutional amendment, or I’d try
to get another chance. [Laughter]

But I want to tell you, I am absolutely con-
vinced that we have not finished the job of
convincing the American people that the
prospects for the future depend upon the
continued embrace and development of the
ideas which have produced the results of the
last 6 years. That’s what this election is all
about. They say, ‘‘Oh well, you know,’’—I

hear a lot of my Republican friends say,
‘‘Well, you know, you go all the way back
to the Civil War, and the party of the Presi-
dent always loses seats in the midterm elec-
tion, especially in the second term of the
President.’’ And I said, ‘‘Well, that’s because
they think they’re sort of retiring.’’ I’m not
sitting in the Sun here; we’ve got an agenda.

We don’t believe America should be sitting
on its laurels. We believe, first of all, that
we hadn’t had a balanced budget and a sur-
plus for 29 years, and we don’t want the ma-
jority in Congress to spend it before we save
Social Security. We want to reform Medicare
in a way that is relevant to the 21st century,
that protects the health care of seniors. And
we don’t want Social Security and Medicare
to bankrupt the children and grandchildren
of the baby boomers. And we believe we can
do both things. And we think, as Democrats,
we’re better suited to that path.

We want to continue to reform education,
even as they try to eviscerate our agenda,
as I speak, in the House of Representatives.
We want to continue to advance the environ-
mental agenda with market technology and
research to prove that we can improve the
environment while we grow the economy.
We want to continue to prove that we can
be one America, across all the lines that di-
vide us, because what we have in common
is more important.

We have a lot of big things to do. We want
to prove that we can go into inner-city neigh-
borhoods and isolated rural areas and Native
American reservations and bring the prin-
ciples of market economy and the right kind
of support and prove that even in the poorest
parts of America we can create a system of
opportunity that will work for people and
that they ought to have a chance to be a part
of.

We have a lot to do. This country still has
responsibilities in the world that we are not
fully meeting. If we’re going to create the
kind of world trading system we want, if
we’re going to continue to be a force for
human rights and democracy, if we’re going
to organize ourselves against the security
threats of the 21st century—including bio-
logical and chemical warfare, small-scale nu-
clear warfare, terrorism, narcotrafficking—
we have other things to do.
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And if we keep these ideas up front, I think
that the people we have seen here tonight,
the Members of Congress and the can-
didates, have an excellent chance of winning.
And I think we have an excellent chance to
genuinely build a majority party not based
on the success of one person from, as one
of my adversaries once said, a small Southern
State.

I am very grateful for the chance I had
to serve and run. I’m grateful for the chance
that I’ve had to win elections. I’ve loved every
day, every month, every year of my life in
politics. But the success America enjoys
today is fundamentally due first to the char-
acter and effort and ingenuity of the Amer-
ican people, and secondly, to the fact that
we have done the right thing. Ideas matter;
there are consequences that flow from ac-
tions taken or foregone. And you know and
I know—and I can tell you agree with me
because you’re quiet and you’re listening—
that two Presidential elections in good
times—the second one in good times—do
not necessarily ratify what we’re doing.

We have worked like crazy to hammer
these ideas into policies. And we’ve had hon-
est debates and arguments and sometimes
we still disagree, but we know we’re moving
the country in a certain direction and we
know it works. And we’ve got to go out there
in this election season and tell the American
people that, ‘‘Hey, you know, I like the Presi-
dent, too, but this is not a personality contest;
this is the struggle for the ideas that should
properly dominate the public policy of this
country, that should guide this country where
we’re going, and should lift us up and give
us a chance to do even better in the 21st
century.’’

What you’re doing is very, very important.
And if you’re undertaking one of these con-
gressional races out there in an open seat—
maybe it’s held by a Republican; maybe it
was held by a Republican—and it gets tough,
and you get discouraged, just remember, you
know in the very marrow of your being that
two-thirds of the American people, if they
could get rid of all the cardboard, cut-out,
superficial, negative images that our friends
in the Republican Party have laid on us for
20 years relentlessly, cleverly, and often ef-
fectively, and strip all that away and just look

at what they stand for and what we stand
for, and have an honest choice of the ideas
before them, they would say, ‘‘I think I like
that New Democrat way; I think that’s right.’’

So don’t get discouraged when you’re still
shedding the shackles of history. Don’t get
discouraged when you’re still scrubbing the
barnacles off the tarnished image that we had
for too long. Don’t get discouraged when
you’re still moving against the preconcep-
tions that people have embedded over 20
years. The hardest thing in the world to
change is a mind. But ideas move people;
they drive countries; they change destinies—
in people’s individual lives and family lives
and work lives and in the course of a coun-
try’s life. And this country has had a good
6 years because of the ideas that all of you
worked hard on for years and years and years,
before I had the extreme good fortune to
serve as President in 1993.

So don’t give up on that, and don’t get
discouraged. And don’t think that just be-
cause every election since the Civil War, in
an off year, has turned out a certain way that
this one will, because there’s something dif-
ferent about now. The country is doing well.
We’ve got the ideas, and we’ve got youth.
And if you keep your spirits up and you un-
derstand the historic mission you’re on and
you think about what your country ought to
look like when your children are your age,
I think you’ll be very pleased by how it turns
out.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:05
p.m. in the Crystal Ballroom at the Sheraton
Carlton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Simon Rosenberg, executive director, and Senator
Joseph I. Lieberman, cofounder, New Democratic
Network, and his wife, Hadassah; and Al From,
president, Democratic Leadership Council.

Remarks on the Year 2000
Conversion Computer Problem
July 14, 1998

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
Dr. Alberts, to all of our platform guests,
Senator Bennett, Senator Dodd, Congress-
men Horn, Kucinich, LaFalce, and Turner,
and members of the administration who are
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